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FROM THE FRONT PAGE
On Kargil Vijay Diwas PM...
Gate here. Indian and Pakistani armies fought the Kargil
War in May-July 1999 in the Kargil district of Kashmir and
elsewhere along the Line of Control (LoC). India launched
‘Operation Vijay’ to clear the Kargil sector of infiltration by
Pakistani soldiers and Kashmiri militants on the Indian side
of the Line of Control. On July 26, 1999, India successfully
retook the high outposts lost to Pakistani intruders to end
the Kargil War. The nearly week-long 17th Kargil Vijay Diwas
celebrations began under the aegis of the Army’s Fire and
Fury Corps on July 21. Army Chief General Dalbir Singh
paid homage to the martyrs of ‘Operation Vijay’ at the historic Kargil War Memorial at Drass in Kargil district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Monday.

Central employees to get ...
on his date of appointment, etc. The minimum monthly
salary of a Central Government employee has been fixed at
Rs 18,000 from earlier Rs 7,000. The maximum will now be
Rs 2.5 lakh for the Cabinet Secretary, which is more than
double the current pay of Rs 90,000 a month for the country’s top bureaucrat. For other officers in the top scale -secretary or equivalent -- the monthly salary will now be
around Rs 2,25,000. Meanwhile, non-performing Central
Government employees will not get annual increment if
their performance is not upto the mark, the Centre has said.
The benchmark for performance appraisal for promotion
and financial upgradation has been enhanced to “very good”
from “good” level, the Finance Ministry said in an order
notifying implementation of Seventh Central Pay
Commission’s recommendations. The Modified Assured
Career Progression (MACP) scheme will continue to be
administered at 10, 20 and 30 years of service as before, the
Ministry said as it “accepted” the pay panel’s recommendations. The Centre will set up anomalies committees to
examine individual, post and cadre-specific anomalies arising out of implementation of the recommendations of seventh Central Pay Commission. The Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) has been authorised to take action
regarding pay and related issues concerning officers of all
India services--Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian
Police Service (IPS) and Indian Forest Service (IFoS).
‘NOT APPROPRIATE TO COMPARE 7TH PAY PANEL WITH
PREVIOUS ONES’: THE Government on Tuesday said it is
“not appropriate” to compare the increase in minimum pay
suggested by the 7th Central Pay Commission with that of
the previous commissions. According to the 7th Pay
Commission, the real increase given in 1996 and 2006 in
minimum pay was 31 per cent and 51 per cent. As compared to that, the commission recommended an increase
of 14.29 per cent. “The 7th Central Pay Commission has
worked out its recommendations on pay based on all relevant factors having a bearing on the prevailing circumstances
and, therefore, viewing the increase on this occasion in the
light of the circumstances obtaining 10 and 20 years ago is
not appropriate,” Minister of State for Finance Arjun Ram
Meghwal said in a written reply to the Rajya Sabha.
He further said that the ratio between the minimum pay
of Rs 18,000 per month and pay of Rs 2,25,000 per month
in the apex grade works out to be 1:12.5. “In order to enhance
the income of other categories of workers, both central and
state governments are required to fix, review and revise the
minimum wages of the workers employed in scheduled
employment under their respective jurisdictions at an interval not exceeding five years. “The minimum rate of wages
are also applicable for the workers engaged on contract basis,”
he said while replying to another question.

19 killed, 25 hurt in knife...
now,” the doctor told national broadcaster ‘NHK’. A fleet of
ambulances, police cars and fire trucks converged on the
TsukuiYamayuri-en centre, a low-rise building nestled against
forested hills, which was cordoned off and draped with yellow “Keep Out” tape. Fire department spokesmen told AFP
that the dead included nine men and 10 women aged from
18 to 70, and that another 25 people were wounded, 20 of
them seriously. An official from Kanagawa prefecture, which
takes in Sagamihara, identified the suspect and said he had
turned up at the police station with the murder weapons.
Uematsu “broke a glass window and intruded into the facility at about 2:10 AM and stabbed those staying there,” Shinya
Sakuma told a press conference in the prefecture’s capital
Yokohama. “When Uematsu turned himself in, he was found
carrying kitchen knives and other types of knives stained
with blood.” The timeline of the attack remained unclear.
Police earlier said they received a call from the centre around
2:30 AM, raising the alarm that a man armed with a knife
had entered the facility. They said he turned himself in half
an hour later. “I was shocked,” said Chikara Inabayashi, 68,
who lives near the care centre which takes in up to 160 residents. “I woke up at about 3 AM because of the blaring noise
of the sirens,” he told AFP. Japan has one of the lowest rates
of violent crime in developed world, and attacks involving
weapons of any kind are unusual”.

All leads have turned out...
It has a huge deck area for deploying ROV/Manned submersibles/ Tsunami monitoring system. Gondola arrangement is also made for precision acoustic measurements.
Drop Keel facility is made to fit any underwater transducers without dry docking the vessel. One separate lab is
designed and installed with integrated survey systems with
modern scientific survey equipments like single and multi beam echo sounder for shallow and deep waters, sub bottom profiler, acoustic current profiler. Parrikar also refuted claims of a senior Coast Guard official who said that the
Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) had not functioned
during the Dornier crash also. “I think the submarine finally located the Dornier with the same beeps. Initially sound
might not have come due to depth of water but when the
submarine went in there, they identified the location. Can’t
say whether it is operating or not now but we have not been
able to hear it,” he said. Meanwhile, sources in the Air Force
said the reason of the incident is too early to be ascertained
but indicated that weather could have played a role.

Home Ministry needs to...
needs to take a call on it. We only operate. As of now, we are
operating only in the border and counter-insurgency grid.
We do not operate in the normal sphere of the State’s law
and order,” Parrikar said when asked about Mehbooba’s comments. He said that as far as Army is concerned, it has ensured
that the border remains sealed and no infiltration bid is
successful. “We are doing our job properly,” he said.
Mehbooba had on Sunday asked the Centre to revoke AFSPA -- the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act -- on trial basis
from selected areas as a beginning towards “winning the
hearts” of people.
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AAP to release ‘Dalit Centre, State Govts make
manifestos’ in Goa, headway on key GST issues
Punjab, Gujarat
■ AAP will also bring out a
‘Youth Manifesto’ in Goa
like the one in Punjab
NEW DELHI, July 26 (PTI)

AT A TIME assaults on Dalits have
turned into a political hot potato, the
Aam Aadmi Party has decided to
launch ‘Dalit Manifestos’ in pollbound Punjab, Goa and Gujarat to
“expose the anti-Dalit and
Manuwadi” side of BJP.
Party sources said that the manifestos, which would be specifically
targeted at the Dalit community, will
deliberate extensively on the “systemic oppression” against them in
the States and the highlight the lack
of an agenda to include them in the
societal development.
AAP will also bring out a ‘Youth
Manifesto’ in Goa like the one in
Punjab.
“Since the Centre is not interested in taking any action against the
perpetrators of crime against Dalits,
then what options are left? In Gujarat,

it is not the first time that Dalits were
beaten up so badly.
But how many people know that
this has been going on?” a senior party functionary asked.
AAP believes that the “time has
come” to “expose the anti-Dalit and
Manuwadi” side of Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), the leader said, adding
that people should know that it does
not have any inclusive agenda of
which Dalits will be a part of.
“Why did they insult Mayawati?...
I think the time has come that people should know that BJP is antiDalit. It’s basically a Manuwadi party and it does not have any inclusive
agenda to include Dalits in its developmental agenda,” he said.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who visited Gujarat twice
in the recent past, had dubbed BJP
as “anti-Dalit” and accused it of
“trampling” upon the depressed sections after meeting the Dalit victims
who were thrashed by cow vigilantes
at Gir Somnath district for allegedly skinning a dead cow on July 11.

■ There are indications
that the Government
may now bring the
GST Bill in Rajya
Sabha next week
instead of earlier plans
of doing it this week

NEW DELHI, July 26 (PTI)

MAKING headway on the longpending GST Bill, the Centre and
States on Tuesday agreed on the
principle that the tax rate will be
lower than the current levels even
as the broad consensus emerged
that the rate should not be part
of the statute.
A meeting of the Empowered
Committee of State Finance
Ministers convened by Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley also agreed
to include in the Constitutional
Amendment Bill the mechanism
of compensating States for any
loss of revenue in first five years
of Goods and Service Tax (GST)
subsuming all indirect tax levies
including VAT.
There was also broad agreement on the principle that the

ordinary businessman and the
common tax man will benefit
from introduction of GST by way
of lower tax rates while the States
will not face any loss of revenue,
West Bengal Finance Minister
and the panel chairman Amit
Mitra said after the meeting.
Also, there was “consensus to
keep the GST rate out of the
Constitutional Amendment Bill,”
he claimed.
The Government is keen to get
the GST Bill approved during the
current monsoon session of
Parliament ending August 12 but
is facing opposition from
Congress which wants a low tax
rate to be part of the
Constitutional Amendment Bill
while the one per cent additional tax in hands of States over and
above the GST rate be scrapped.
“As you know that no tax rates
are provided in the Constitution.
It was discussed and conclusion
reached that Union Finance
Minister will communicate to
other parties. He will explain it
to them that it can’t come in
Constitutional Amendment but
it can come in GST Bill or GST

Act,” Mitra said.
The “broad consensus put
together is satisfactory to all political parties and all States,” he said
adding “fool proof” wording for
compensation to States has been
worked out.
There are indications that the
Government may now bring the
GST Bill in Rajya Sabha next week
instead of earlier plans of doing
it this week.
Mitra said while there was no
talk on specific tax rate, it emerged
at the meeting that the rate should
be such that is lower than existing levels otherwise “there is no
point of reform.”
The States, he said, were of the
view that small businesses with
turnover up to Rs 1.5 crore in a
year should come under purview
of only State Governments and
dual control of States and Centre
can be exercised over businesses larger than them.
Once the Constitutional
Amendment Bill is passed by
Parliament by two-thirds majority, both the Houses will have to
pass another Bill to implement
the GST.

Court convicts RSPL, three officials in C’garh coal block scam case
(Contd from page 1)
Committee went to the Prime Minister
(Manmohan Singh) as Minister-in-Charge,
Coal, Government of India for final approval
and thus it was primarily the Government
which was deceived into making allotment
of a coal block in favour of M/s RSPL while
believing all such representation to be true,
which in fact were not,” Special CBI Judge
Bharat Parashar said in his 107-page judgement. The court held the firm and its officials--Managing Director Pradeep Rathi, Chief
Executive Officer Udit Rathi and AGM Kushal
Aggarwal--guilty of offences of cheating (section 420) and criminal conspiracy (section
120-B) of the IPC in the case pertaining to
irregularities in allocation of Kesla North coal
block in Chhattisgarh to the firm.
After holding them guilty, the court heard
the arguments on the quantum of sentence
during which the CBI sought maximun sentence while the convicts prayed for leniency.
The court, which took the convicted officials
into custody, reserved its order on the quantum of sentence for Wednesday.
An offence under section 420 of IPC entails
a maximum punishment of upto seven years

along with fine. In its verdict, the court noted that all the necessary ingredients of offence
of cheating coupled with dishonestly inducing delivery of property was clearly proved
beyond shadows of all reasonable doubts.
“Ministry of Coal (MoC), Government of India
clearly stood cheated on account of dishonest acts of accused persons resulting in allotment of ‘Kesla North Coal Block’ in favour of
company of accused persons i.e. M/s RSPL,”
the court said. In the first conviction, the
court had in April awarded a four-year jail
term to Jharkhand Ispat Private Limited (JIPL)
directors R C Rungta and R S Rungta in a coal
block allocation scam case. It had also imposed
Rs five lakh fine on each of the convicts held
guilty for deceiving and defrauding government to bag a coal block in Jharkhand. In
Tuesday’s verdict, the court added that “the
accused persons hatched a criminal conspiracy so as to cheat MOC, GoI in order to
procure allocation of a coal block in favour
of M/s RSPL.”

Jallikattu cannot...
validity of Jallikattu. It further said that no

WE ‘WASTED’ 25 YRS IN ALLIANCE, RUES UDDHAV: SHARPENING his attack on the BJP,
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray on Tuesday rued his party “wasted” 25 years being in
alliance with it while asserting that his outfit will come out of the Government the moment
it feels being “disregarded.”
The Sena chief, in the third and final part of his interview to the party mouthpiece
“Saamana”, however, maintained that he would never blackmail or backstab the ally.
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dk;Zikyu ;a=h]
uxj ikfyd fuxe] flaxjkSyh

adjournments will be granted in the case
after it commences the final hearing in the
matter. During the hearing the counsel
appearing for Tamil Nadu said, Jallikattu is
a sport being practised for centuries and it
showcases an age-old cultural practice in
the State. The Supreme Court had on January
21 refused to re-examine its 2014 judgement
banning use of bulls for Jallikattu events or
bullock-cart races across the country. On
Jan 8, the Centre had issued a notification
lifting ban on Jallikattu in poll-bound Tamil
Nadu with certain restrictions, which was
challenged in the apex court by AnimalWelfare
Board of India,PETA India, a Bangalore-based
NGO and others. The apex court had stayed
this notification.

Irom Sharmila to...
Assembly elections in Manipur are scheduled early next year. In the past, many political leaders have met Sharmila and tried to
cajole her into joining politics but she has
rejected all offers. She also expressed her
desire to get married after coming out of
prison on August 9. The civil rights activist

is known to have a boyfriend, a British national of Indian origin, who has in the past been
in trouble with Sharmila supporters. On the
charge of attempting suicide by means of a
fast unto death in 2006 at Jantar Mantar in
New Delhi, she has been arrested, released
and then re-arrested from time to time.

Distt-level...
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest (Sarfaesi)
Act is among the law’s objectives. Briefing
reporters after the meeting, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ananth Kumar said, the
Government is keen on the passage of the
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Bill (CAMPA) and Benami Transactions (Prohibition)
Amendment Bill in the coming days. The
party leaders also paid rich tributes to the
martyrs on the occasion of the Kargil Vijay
Diwas on Tuesday. Kumar said five bills in
Lok Sabha and two in the Rajya Sabha, which
has seen frequent disruptions, have been
passed so far in the ongoing Monsoon Session
and appealed to the opposition in the Upper
House to participate in the discussion.

